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Purpose of Decennial Census

• Apportioning representation: “one person, one vote”
• Drawing legislative districts and voting precincts
• Enforcing voting rights



Purpose of Decennial Census

• Distributing federal dollars: $675 billion to state and local 
governments

• Federal funding: Approximately $2,000 per person



Cost of Non-Response: 
Funding at Risk

Cost of Non-Response Farragut Knoxville

Knox County 
(Unincor-

porated Area)
Knox County 

Total
Population 21,909 184,411 245,001 451,321

Funding: $1,981/person $43,401,729 $365,318,191 $485,346,981 $894,066,901

82% survey response rate 17,965 151,217 200,901 370,083
Estimated funding $35,589,418 $299,560,917 $397,984,524 $733,134,859

Funding at risk $7,812,311 $65,757,274 $87,362,457 $160,932,042

FY2015 per capita federal assistance program funds to Tennessee reported by George Washington University, Counting for Dollars 2020

2015 population data from U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program



Purpose of Decennial Census

• Informing planning decisions of businesses, non-profits, and federal, 
state, local, and tribal governments



Informing Business Decisions



Informing 
Planning 
Decisions



Census 2020 
Prep Work
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Census 2020 Prep Work

• Block Boundary Suggestion Program

• Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)

• Count Review Operation

• Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP)

• New Construction Program



Complete Count 
Tools 
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Lessons Learned from 2010 
Census

• 2010 Census mail response rate was 79% nationwide

• Post-census research was conducted to determine reasons for low 
responses 

• From that work, researchers identified selected characteristics that 
were good indicators of hard-to-survey areas



Predictors of Low Response

•Renter households

•Population 18 to 24 years of age 

• Families with unmarried female heads of household



Predictors of Low Response

Indicator Farragut Knoxville

Knox County 
(Unincor-

porated Area)

Knox 
County 

Total
Renter-occupied housing units 1,034 43,442 20,946 65,422

Share (%) 12.9 54.7 22.1 35.9

Population 18 to 24 years of age 1,274 33,634 20,157 55,065
Share (%) 5.8 18.2 8.2 12.2

Female householder, no husband 346 11,395 8,227 19,968
Share (%) 4.3 14.3 8.7 11.0

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



Response Outreach Area 
Mapper (ROAM)

• Helps us learn 
about hard-to-
survey areas

• Can be used to 
create a tailored 
communication 
and partnership 
campaign

• Click on the map:

http://www.census.gov/roam
http://www.census.gov/roam


Knoxville-Knox County 
Planning Maps

Renter households

Population 18-24 years of age

Female householders

Click on each map.

https://maps.knoxmpc.org/app/Minimalist/index.html?webmap=2c345a4dde1043698fa9a4a2944f195f&home=true&zoom=true&scale=true&legendlayers=true&theme=light&active_panel=legend&show_panel=true&popup_sidepanel=true&disable_scroll=false
https://maps.knoxmpc.org/app/Minimalist/index.html?webmap=2c345a4dde1043698fa9a4a2944f195f&home=true&zoom=true&scale=true&legendlayers=true&theme=light&active_panel=legend&show_panel=true&popup_sidepanel=true&disable_scroll=false
https://maps.knoxmpc.org/app/Minimalist/index.html?webmap=b17c3ec799754cb8bc867056d7be30c5&home=true&zoom=true&scale=true&legendlayers=true&theme=light&active_panel=legend&show_panel=true&popup_sidepanel=true&disable_scroll=false
https://maps.knoxmpc.org/app/Minimalist/index.html?webmap=b17c3ec799754cb8bc867056d7be30c5&home=true&zoom=true&scale=true&legendlayers=true&theme=light&active_panel=legend&show_panel=true&popup_sidepanel=true&disable_scroll=false
https://maps.knoxmpc.org/app/Minimalist/index.html?webmap=e3e8f4adf4244e1994732956a212cc5a&home=true&zoom=true&scale=true&legendlayers=true&theme=light&active_panel=legend&show_panel=true&popup_sidepanel=true&disable_scroll=false
https://maps.knoxmpc.org/app/Minimalist/index.html?webmap=e3e8f4adf4244e1994732956a212cc5a&home=true&zoom=true&scale=true&legendlayers=true&theme=light&active_panel=legend&show_panel=true&popup_sidepanel=true&disable_scroll=false


Knoxville-Knox County 
Planning Maps

Female Householders and 
Renters

Female Householders and 
Young People

Renters and Young People

Female Householders, Young
People, Renters

Click on each map.

http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=15e17cf6dbc64a14b0c32c59da9d8c1f
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=15e17cf6dbc64a14b0c32c59da9d8c1f
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=e5503767152b49c3911b0b962a4e6f39
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=e5503767152b49c3911b0b962a4e6f39
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c44f49b597a547fcb7252eeb24e147ff
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c44f49b597a547fcb7252eeb24e147ff
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=d45a8f1af5a4487e87aedf50e168bbfd
http://knoxgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=d45a8f1af5a4487e87aedf50e168bbfd
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Terry Gilhula
865-215-3819

terry.gilhula@knoxplanning.org


